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To  the 


MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS 
of  the 

YEOVIL  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 

- 00O00 - 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1956, 

The  health  of  the  community  has  Been  satisfactory,  the  number  of 
infeotious  diseases  notified  being  90  as  compared  with  505  for  the 
previous  year.  There  was,  however,  a  sharp  increase  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  notified,  21  as  compared  with  5  for  the 
previous  year,  in  general,  all  the  cases  were  of  a  mild  nature. 

The  Standardised  Death  Rate  was  12,02  as  compared  with  that  of 
England  and  Wales  of  11,7,  and  as  in  the  previous  year,  the  greater 
percentage  of  deaths  oocurred  in  people  aged  70  years  and  over,  i.e,, 

195  out  of  a  total  of  288, 

The  Standardised  Birth  Rate  was  14,6  as  compared  with  15  for  the 
previous  year.  The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  15,7  per 
thousand  total  population. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  was  23, 8  as  compared  with  that  of 
England  and  Wales  of  23,8, 

FLUORIDATION 

As  the  Council  are  aware,  the  most  recent  advance  in  the  prevention 
of  dental  diseases  amongst  children  and  young  adults  is  the  fluoridation 
of  water  supplies. 

It  is  known  that  with  children  and  young  adults  living  in  areas 
where  the  fluorine  content  of  the  water  is  one  part  per  million,  the 
incidence  of  caries,  i.o.  disease  of  the  teeth,  is  much  less  than  as 
compared  with  other  communities  living  in  areas  where  the  fluorine  content 
of  the  water  is  less  than  one  part  per  million.  Research  inter  the 
possible  harmful  effects  of  fluoridation  has  been  continuous,  yet  no 
definite  evidence  has  been  forthcoming  that  the  continued  consumption  of 
fluoride  at  a  level  of  about  one  part  per  million,  is  in  any  way  harmful 
to  health. 

Artificial  fluoridation  of  water  supplies,  i*e,  the  addition  of 
fluoride  to  water  where  the  natural  fluorine  content  is  less  than  one 
part  per  million,  has  been  carried  out  extensively  in  the  United  States, 
and  in  the  ’’American  Journal  of  Public  Health”,  October,  1956,  it  is 
stated  that  there  are  now  1,232  comnunities,  with  a  total  population  of 
25,564,000,  where  steps  have  been  taken  to  ensure  that  the  water  supply 
has  at.  least  one  part  per  million  of  fluorine.  In  a  ten  years  study  of 
Marshal,  Texas,  whose  water  supply  has  been  fluoridated  for  that  period, 
it  has  been  found  that  there  is  a  54$  reduction  in  tooth  decay  among 
children  from  seven  to  fifteen  years  of  age.  Ten  years  ago,  the  average 
eight  year  old  had  3.04  deoayed  teeth,  today  he  has  0.6,  A  survey  in 
Madison,  Wisconsin,  following  five  years  of  fluoridation  indicates  a 
20$  inorease  in  the  number  of  kindergarten  children  having  no  caries, 
and  a  reduction  of  45$  in  the  number  of  teeth  decayed,  indicated  for 
extraction,  and  filled  deciduous. 
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As  yet,  fluoridation  has  not  received  the  recognition  it  deserves 
in  this  country,  though  fluoridation  is  now  being  carried  out  in  certain 
parts  of  England,  Scotland  and  Wales.  Unfortunately,  despite  the  over¬ 
whelming  evidence  based  on  the  United  States  statistics,  it  would  appear 
that  general  fluoridation  of  water  supplies  in  this  country  must  await 
the  results  of  studies  at  present  being  carried  out  in  this  country.  I 
was  so  impressed  by  the  value  of  fluoridation,-  that  with  the  consent  of 
the  Public  Health  Committee  of  the  Yeovil  Borough  and  Yeovil  Rural  District 
Councils,  I  took  up  the  matter  with  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Their  officials 
were  extremely  helpful,  and  visited  the  Yeovil  area  to  inspect  the  water 
supplies  of  both  Yeovil  Borough  and  Yeovil  rural  district.  Unfortunately, 
due  to  the  present  distribution  system  of  the  water  supply,  it  was  not 
possible  for  the  Ministry  to  agree  that  this  area  should  become  a  study 
area,  similar  to  Andover,  Watford  and  Anglesey,  but  I  am  convinced  that 
fluoridation  will  eventually  have  to  be  accepted  for  the  whole  community, 
and  in  future  planning  of  the  distribution  of  water,  consideration  should 
be  given  to  this  fact, 

CARE  OF  THE  AGED 


An  important  factor  in  the  health  of  the  community  is  the  increasing 
longevity  of  the  population.  This  increase  in  longevity  has  inevitably 
created  a  great  problem  in  providing  for  old  people.  At  present,  various 
authorities  are  concerned,  i.e. ,  the  local  authority  may  help  in  the  .  * 
problem  by  providing  more  suitable  housing  accommodation,  i.e.,  flats, 
bungalows  or  small  houses,  the  Local  Health  Authority,  by  providing 
Part  3  accommodation,  and  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  by  providing  hospital 
accommodation  for  the  aged  sick,  who  in  general  require  a  much  longer  stay 
in  hospital  than  a  normal  sick  person. 

Unfortunately,  all  these  measures  involve  expenditure  of  public  money, 
and  failure  of  any  one  of  these  authorities  to  provide  adequate  accommo¬ 
dation,  in  order  to  save  expenditure,  throws  an  added  strain  on  the  other 
authorities  concerned,  and  I  do  not  think  that  efficient  and  economic 
provision  will  be  made  until  one  authority  has  the  sole  responsibility 
for  the  care  of  the  aged  and  chronic  sick.  In  previous  years,  I  have 
expressed  the  view  that  to  obtain  the  maximum  use  of  hospital  beds,  the 
services  of  a  qualified  Geriatrician,  i.e.,  a  Specialist  in  diseases  of 
the  aged,  is  essential,  in  order  that  the  optimum  use  of  hospital  beds 
can  be  made. 

In  the  past  twelve  months,  a  system  has  been  established,  whereby  the 
Health  Visitors'  visit  the  homes  of  the  old  and  chronic  sick,  where  application 
has  been  made  for  their  admission  to  a  chronic  sick  hospital,  and  completed 
forms  have  been  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Hospital  Management 
Committee,  with  recommendations  as  to  whether  admission  is  one  of  urgency  or 
not.  These  enquiries  are,  I  think,  of  some  value  in  helping  to  determine  the 
priority  for  admission,  but  do  not,  and  cannot,  give  a  complete  picture,  and 
I  am  convinced  that  the  only  satisfactory  method  would  be  for  a  Geriatrician, 
appointed  to  this  area,  to  visit  patients,  whose  admission  is  sought  to  a 
chronic  sick  hospital  on  medical  grounds,  in  their  own  homes.  By  this  method, 
the  Specialist  responsible  for  the  treatment  of  the  old  and  chronic  sick, 

'would  be  able  to  determine  the  type  of  hospital  to  which  the  patient  should 
be  admitted,  or  whether  hospital  admission  would  serve  any  useful  purpose, 
and  in  this  way,  the  optimum  maximum  use  would  be  obtained  of  the  present 
hospital  beds, 

I  have  the  pleasure  in  again  recording  my  appreciation  of  the  help  and 
co-operation  received  from  the  Council,  from  the  Public  Health  Committee  and 
from  the  Members  of  the  Staff. 

/  *• 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  POWER  FOX. 
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MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


VITaL  statistics 


1955 

1956 

Population 

•  •  «  «  • 

24,000 

23,950 

Number  of  Births 

OOO  00 

360 

342 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

O  0  0  O  0 

13.  5 

14.2 

Number  of  Deaths' 

0  0  0  O  0 

293 

288 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 

0  0  0  0  0 

12.2 

12.02 

Infantile  Mortality  .  .  . 

OOO  0  o 

13.8 

25.3 

Phthisis  Death  Rate  . . . 

0  0  0  O  0 

0.08  . 

0.08 

Cancer  Death  Rate 

0  0  0  0  0 

2.04 

1.6 

YEOVIL  BOROUGH 

STATISTICS  OP  THE  APEA  FOR  THE  YEAR  1956 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  2,256 

Rateable  Value  (31st  March, 1957)  ...  £423,525 

Estimated  Produce  of  Id.  rate  in  year 
ending  31st  March,  1957  ...  ...  £1,717 

Number  of  inhabited  houses (51st.  March, 1957)  7,859 

Population  ...  ...  ...  23,950 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES  .  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

The  Borough  of  Yeovil  comprises  an  area  of  2,256  acres  and  is 
situated  at  the  extreme  South  of  the  County  of  Somerset,  on  the  borders 
of  Dorset,  in  the  midst  of  an  agricultural  area. 

The  town  is  located  on  the  Upper  and  Middle  Lias sic  Formation.  The 
sub-soil  is  chiefly  clay,  lying  upon  mar 1st one  with  the  Midford  Sands  at 
Hendford  Hill. 

The  greatest  elevations  within  the  Borough  are;  on  the  North,  Mudford 
Road,  372  feet;  on  the  Vest,  Bunford  Lane,  235  feet,  and  on  the  South, 

West  Coker  Road,  509  feet.  The  lowest  point  is  on  the  East,  beyond  the 
Sewage  Works,  96.7  feet. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

■ - - - 1- - r-n - f— 

The  Water  Supply  is  derived  from  the  various  sources,  the  majority 
being  situated  in  Dorset,  The  sources  of  supply  are  as  follows:-  Spring 
Pond  (two  springs),  Evershot  Tunnel,  upper  and  lower  Haydon  Wood,  Stock- 
wood  and  the  Cattistock  source,  which  consists  of  four  boreholes.  In 
addition,  water  is  obtained  from  a  borehole  at  Preston  Plucknett,  and  as 
a  temporary  measure  additional  water  is  obtained  from  a  borehole  at 
Bunford  Hollow.  All  the  water  is  chlorinated  and  frequent  bacteriological 
analysis  show  the  water  to  be  satisfactory  in  quality.  Urf ortunately,  the 
quantity  available  does  not  meet  the  present  demand,  which  is  approximately 
1,200,000  gallong  per  day.  An  arrangement  has  now  been  agreed  to  with  the 
Yeovil  Rural  District  Council  to  obtain  an  additional  supply  from  the 
Sutton  Bingham  Reservoir,  which  should  ensure  adequate  supplies  for  the 
foreseeable  future. 


METEOROLOGY 

The  climate  is  mild  and  relaxing.  There  is  little  fog  and  mist. 

^ain^all 

Summerleaze  Park  School,  Total  Rainfall  -  23.56  inches 
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POPULATION 


The  population  for  1956  is  23,950. 

OCCUPATION 

The  main  industry  of  Yeovil  is  in  the  manufacture  of  leather  gloves, 
and  includes  all  processes  from  the  preparation  of  the  raw  hides  to  the 
production  of  the  finished  article.  This  trade  gives  factory  and  home 
employment  to  a  large  number  of  the  persons  of  both  sexes. 

In  addition  to  the  gloving  industry  there  is  a  thriving  aircraft 
industry  and  other  light  engineering  industries,  employing  nearly  3,000 
persons.  There  is  also  a  large  factory  for  the  manufacture  of  preserved 
food  and  dairy  products. 

The  number  of  factories  powered  is  152,  and  the  number  of  factories 
non-powered  is  45. 

HOSPITAL  SERVICES 

The  Hospital  Services  in  the  Borough  are  administered  by  the  South 
Somerset  Hospital  Management  Committee  under  the  general  direction  of  the 
South  Western  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Situated  in  the  Borough  are 

(1)  The  Yeovil  and  District  Hospital  -  an  acute  general  hospital. 

(2)  Summer lands  Hospital  -  mainly  used  as  a  Geriatric  hospital. 

(3)  Yeovil  Maternity  Hospital  (Crossways)  -  14  beds. 

(4)  Balidon  Maternity  Plospital  -  a  General  Practitioners  Unit.  17  beds. 

The  Yeovil  Hospital  consists  of  84  beds,  of  which  6  are  private,  the 
number  of  in-patients  treated  was  2,554  and  the  number  of  new  out-patients 
4,463.  The  number  of  X-ray  examinations  carried  out  was  20,024.  In  con¬ 
sidering  these  figures,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  area  which 
the  hospital  now  serves  has  considerably  increased.  Despite  the  valuable 
services  which  the  hospitals  carry  out,  it  cannot  be  stated  that  the 
present  hospital  buildings  and  equipment  are  adequate  for  the  present  and 
potential  requirements  of  the  Borough  and  surrounding  district.  The 
matter  is  under  review  by  the  responsible  authorities. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  treated 
at  the  South  Petherton  Hospital  (50  beds).  In  general,  the  Cubicle 
Block  (10  beds)  is  only  required,  and  the  other  40  beds  are  utilized  for 
post-operative  cases,  so  relieving  the  strain  on  the  Yeovil  Hospital  and 
for  General  Practitioner  patients  and  semi-chronic  sick. 

TUBERCULOSIS 


A  Chest  Clinic  is  held  on  Mondays  and  Wednesdays  at  the  Yeovil 
Hospital.  Patients  requiring  in-patient  treatment  are  admitted  to 
Sanatoria  at  Quant ock  and  Taunton. 

CHRONIC  SICK 

Summerlands  Hospital  (97  beds),  which  is  situated  in  the  Borough,  is 
the  largest  hospital  in  the  area  used  for  this  purpose.  This  hospital 
was  originally  a  Poor  Law  Institute  built  in  1837,  and  the  layout  etc. , 
does  not  conform  with  the  accepted  standards  of  today.  Further,  there 
is  a  constant  shortage  of  nursing  staff,  but  despite  these  handicaps, 
valuable  work  is  carried  out  by  the  staff  of  the  hospital. 
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LABORATORY  SERVICE 


A  small  laboratory  is  located  at  the  Yeovil  Hospital.  A  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service  has  a  Laboratory  in  Taunton,  at  which 
bacteriological  examination  of  swab,  blood,  sputum  and  faeces  is 
carried  out.  Bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  for  the  exam¬ 
ination  of  milk,  foods,  water  supplies  and  sewage  effluents  are  also 
carried  out. 


Ai.BULAHCE  FACILITIES 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  a  responsibility  of  the  Somerset  County 
Council.  The  Ambulance  Control  Office  is  located  at  the  Sumrnerlands 
Hospital,  The  ambulances  and  the  larger  types  of  vehicles  for  sitting 
cases  are  in  radio  communication  with  the  control  office.  A  daily 
24  hour  service  is  maintained. 


HOUSING 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Housing  Manager,  Mr.  A.  H.  M,  Herington,  for 
the  resumi  showing  the  number  of  Council  Houses  erected  by  the  Corporation. 

Houses  completed  in  the  years  to  31st  December:- 


1946 

150 

Prefabs 

1947 

0  .  C  .  61 

houses 

1948 

19 

it 

1949 

95 

ii 

1950 

80 

s; 

1951 

132 

"  and 

flats 

1952 

120 

it  El 

ti 

1953 

.  .  .  .  138 

II  II 

It 

1954 

178 

It  It 

11 

and  bungalows 

1955 

102 

IE  EE 

e 

IE 

1956 

112 

ti  IE 

11 

1,187 

Houses 

etc.  , 

erected  pre-war 

e  0 

•  0 

0  0 

1,596 

it 

ti 

sold  pre-war 

•  0 

0  0 

0  • 

113 

Houses 

owned 

at  31.12.39 

0  • 

•  0 

0  0 

1,422 

Houses 

etc.  , 

erected  post-war 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

1,187 

it 

I! 

sold  post-war 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

61 

1,126 

Houses 

etc. , 

erected  by  Local  Authority  and 

still 

owned 

by  them 

•  O  c  •  »  o 

O  0 

0  0 

0  0 

2,604 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  waiting  list  as  at  the  31st 
December,  1956,  was  812  as  compared  with  1,059  in  December,  1955. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


The  statistics  furnished  "by  the  Registrar  General  show  the  number 
of  births  and  deaths  after  correction  has  been  made  for  transfers  to  the 
normal  place  of  residence  of  the  individuals  concerned.  From  these 
figures  can  be  calculated  the  "crude"  birth  and  death  rates.  As,  however, 
the  highest  mortality  occurs  at  the  two  extremes  of  life,  and  industrial 
areas  in  general  have  a  bigger  proportion  of  people  living  in  the  middle 
age  periods  of  life,  some  correction  must  be  made  for  the  irregularities 
of  distribution  as  regards  age  and  sex,  as  otherwise  the  death  rate  will 
afford  no  accurate  means  of  comparing  the  healthiness  of  one  district 
with  another.  This  comparability  factor  is  furnished  by  the  Registrar 
General  and  applied  to  the  crude  birth  or  death  rate,  gives  a  standard¬ 
ised  rate  and  anables  comparison  to  be  made  with  the  rate  for  England 
and  Vales,  or  with  rates  of  other  districts. 


BIRTHS 


(*) 


IS 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

1956 

Total 

1955 

Total 

Legitimate 

181 

154 

335 

344 

Illegitimate 

6 

1 

7 

16 

Total 

187 

155 

342 

360 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
Standardised  Birth  Rate  per 

estimate  population  14,2 

1,000  estimate  population 

14.6 

STILL-  BIRTHS 

Mai  ft 

Female 

1956 

Total 

1955 

Tat.a.1 

Legitimate 

10 

7 

17 

7 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Total 

10 

7  ■ 

17 

8 

Still  birth  Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  21,1  21.7 


DEATHS 

Male 

Female 

1956 

Total 

1955 

Total 

Total  Deaths 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000 

148 

140 

288 

293 

population 

Standardised  Death  Rate  per 

e  ■ 

c  •  •  • 

10.4 

12.2 

1,000  population 

•  o 

e  »  0  o 

12.02 

11.34 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  Puerperal  Causes 
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ILFANI  HGRTALIT I 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age 
Deaths  among  Legitimate  Infants 

"  illegitimate  Infants  . 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  live  hirths 

"  per  1,000  legitimate  hirths  . . 
per  1,000  ill egit mate  hirths 


1956  1955 

8  5 

8  5 


23.3  13.8 

23.8  14.5 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Heart  Diseases  (all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Phthisis  (all  ages) 


1956  1955 

40  49 

107  101 

2  2 


BIRTHS 


The  total  number  of  hirths  was  542,  187  male 
these,  7  were  illegitimate,  6  male  and  1  female, 
hirth  rate  for  the  previous  ten  years. 


and  155  female.  Of 
The  table  below  shows  the 


BIRTH  RATES 

1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954  1955  1956 

20.3  16.4  15.8  14.6  15.3  15.08  14. 9  13.5  15.0  14.2 


DEATHS 


ooar,aredrHthSoq'f e?rea+?  “  th®  t0tal  number  of  deaths,  288  in  1956  as 
compared  in  it  h  „9o  for  the  previous  year.  The  Standardised  Death  Rate 

t  i2-°2  f  °°m?afea  with  11 -34  for  the  previous  year;  the  Death  Rate 
tor  England  and  Wales  was  11.7. 

,,  folio  ring  table  shows  the  age  and  sex  incidence,  and  it  ’./ill  be 

65  vearslnfl*1101123  ^  t  ™leS  °f  148  deaths,  131  occurred  amongst  those 

out  n-  H  t  +°T'  72  those  75  years  and  over.  Of  the  females, 

vearfAs  1  °f  14°  deaths>  129  v,Gre  69  years  and  over,  88  were  75 

jcdis  cuia.  over. 


Ages  at  Death 
in  years 


1956 

Males  Females  Total 


1  .  * 

5 

15 

25  .  . ! 

45 

65 

Total  under  70 

•  •  • 

•  ©  • 

©  0  9 

•  «  9 

•  »  • 

•  o  • 

©  ®  9 

9  9  0 

0  9# 

9  9  9 

9  9# 

9  9  9 

9  9# 

9  9  9 

0  9  9 

9  0  9 

5 

...  2 

3 

7 

44 

61 

5 

8 

21 

32 

8 

2 

3 

15 

65 

93 

70 

•  •  o 

75 

•  e  • 

80 

o  •  • 

85 

•  o  • 

90 

95 

•  r  « 

<*9  9 

15 

20 

35 

o  0  • 

9  9  0 

25 

17 

42 

•  ®  9 

0  9  9 

18 

34 

52 

•  •  « 

9  9  0 

20 

20 

40 

•  O  * 

•  e  o 

0  9  9 

9  9  0 

6 

3 

15 

2 

21 

5 

Over  100 

Total  over  70 

o  •  • 

•  99 

O  C  9 

•  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

87 

108 

195 

Totals 

9  9  9 

0  9  9 

0  9  9 

148 

140 

288 
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The  following  table  shows  the  Causes  of  Death  during  1956. 


1956 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH 

Males 

Females 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory  . .  ... 

1 

1 

Syphilitic  disease  .  _  .  . 

4 

- 

Malignant  neoplasm,  sLcnach 

2 

2 

.Lung,  Bronchus 

9 

- 

"  "  breast 

- 

5 

"  n  uterus 

- 

5 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

9 

8 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ... 

1 

1 

Diabetes 

- 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

22 

32 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

23 

14 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

2 

Other  heart  disease 

28 

39 

Other  circulatory  disease  ..  ..  .. 

4 

3 

Influenza 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

8 

- 

Bronchitis 

4 

2 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

3 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  uuodenum 

4 

- 

Gastritis,  enteritis  e.nd  diarrhoea. 

1 

2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ..  ... 

2 

- 

Hyperplasia  or  prostate  . . 

3 

- 

Congenital  malformations 

3 

- 

Other  defined  and  ill- defined  diseases 

6 

..  13 

Motor  vehicle  e.ecidents 

2 

- 

All  other  accidents 

3 

5 

Suicide 

5 

1 

I 

t 

148 

140 

DEATH  RATE 

1947  1948  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954  1955  1956 

T27oH  1079'  TlToB  1c759  14.  23  10. 57  10755  9757  11.54  12.02 


CANCER 

The  number  of  deaths  due  to  cancer  (all  forms)  was  40.  The  table  as 
set  out  below  shows  the  incidence  of  cancer  for  previous  years. 

1947  1948  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954  1955  1956 


41  37  50  38  46  48  51  41  49  40 

CnNCER  DEATH  PATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION 


;  Year  1947 

1948 

.  ..  . 

1949  !  1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

r 

1954 

1955 

— 

1956 

t  ~T~ 

1  Yeovil  Borough  ,  1.3 

1.5 

2.1 

/ 

1.  58 

2.06 

2.02 

2.14 

1.7 

2.04 

-.6 

-  County  of 

Somerset  2,07 

f  . .  . 

1  H- 

i  » 

* 

1.9 

In  89 

2.00 

1.98 

1.84 

2.06 

2.045  1.89  . 

1  England  and 

7/ales  9  S 

i,c 

1.3 

1.94 

1.96 

1.99 

1.99 

2.035 

2.056  2.1 

- L 

_o_ 


INFANT  MORTALITY 


The  number  of  children  dying  within  the  first  twelve  months  of  life 
was  8  as  compared  with  5  for  the  1955.  The  rate  per  thousand  of  live 
births  v/as  25,3  as  compared  with  England  and  Wales  -  23.8. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  and  the  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate  as  compared  with  previous  years. 


1947 

1948 

. . 1 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

— 

1954 

1955 

" 

1956 

Number  of 
Deaths 

17 

14 

14 

7 

9 

11 

8 

7 

5 

8 

Rate  per  1,000 
live  births 
in  Yeovil  . . 

37.1 

36.4 

37.4 

20 

25 

30 

22.5 

21.7 

13.8 

23.3 

Rate  per  1,000 
live  births  in 
England  &  Wales 

41 

34 

52 

29.8 

29.6 

■  — .  - 

27.6 

26.5 

25.5 

24.9 

23.8 

CAUSES  OP  DEATH 


Congenital  defects 
Pneumonia 
Atelectasis 
Cerebral  Injury 
Haemolytic  Disease 
of  Newborn 


3 

1 

1 

1 

2 


8 


AGE  OP  DEATH 


Under  24  hours 

Under  1  week 

1  month  or  under 

Under  1  year 

4 

5 

6 

8 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  table  sets  out  the  details  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  the  year  and  also  the  figures  for  the  previous  year 


DISEASE 

Cases 

notified 

1956 

1955 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ... 

0  •  • 

21 

5 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ... 

•  #  • 

3 

2 

Measles  ...  ... 

•  •  c 

7 

446 

pneumonia  ...  ... 

•  0  # 

12 

14 

Erysipelas  ...  ... 

c  •  0 

2 

2 

Y/hooping  Cough  ...  ... 

21 

28 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

•  •  • 

18 

17 

/ 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  .... 

•  •  • 

1 

- 

Food  Poisoning  ...  ... 

•  »  • 

5 

1 

Tot  al 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

90 

505 

DIPHTHERIA  AID  UHOQPING-  COUCH  IMMUNIZATION 

In  general,  all  infants  immunized  against  Diphtheria,  are  also 
immunised  against  Yi/hocping  Cough,  Provision  is  made  for  the  occasional 
infant  who  for  certain  medical  reasons,  immunization  against  Y/hooping 
Cough  is  not  indicated,  or  because  the  parents  do  not  wish  the  combined 
course  of  injections,  f  or  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  only  to  be 
carried  out. 

The  number  of  infants  under  the  age  of  12  months  immunized  was  191, 
the  number  under  the  age  of  5  years  v/as  286,  and  the  total  number  of 
children  under  the  age  of  14  years  was  322.  The  number  of  births  for 
the  year  1955  v/as  360,  so  that  the  percentage  of  infants  immunized  was 
51.3  per  cent.  This  figure  should  be  higher,  75  per  cent  is  the  target 
to  be  aimed  for,  but  as  95  children  between  the  ages  of  1  and  2  years 
were  also  immunized,  the  discrepency  is  not  quite  so  marked  as  would 
appear  at  first  sight,  as  the  percentage  of  children  immunized  under  the 
age  of  2  years  is  79,4  per  cent.  In  addition,  322  children  of  school 
age  received  reinforcement  doses. 

VACCINATION 


The  number  of  primary  vaccinations  carried  out  v/as  193,  of  which 
\  175  were  for  infants  under  the  age  of  1  year.  In  addition,  19  re¬ 

vaccinations  were  carried  out.  It  is  pleasant  to  note  that  despite 
other  Urban  authorities  in  the  County  having  larger  populations,  that 
as  regards  the  number  of  primary  vaccinations,  and  also  combined  primary 
and  re-vaccinations,  the  Yeovil  Borough  figures,  with  the  exception  of 
Taunton,  are  the  highest. 

The  number  of  births  for  the  preceding  year  was  360,  so  that  the 
number  of  infants  vaccinated  was  approximately  53.6  per  cent. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  number  of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified  during  the 
year  was  24,  non-pulmonary  4.  There  were  2  deaths  recorded  as  due  to 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  none  for  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 


1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

No0of  cases  noti¬ 
fied  Pulmonary 

24 

28 

26 

18 

24 

31 

23 

22 

26 

No. of  cases  noti¬ 
fied  non-pulmonary 

4 

4 

4 

7 

•3 

3 

8 

2 

5 

No,  of  deaths 
Pulmonary 

2 

2 

5 

4 

9 

12 

8 

5 

2 

No.  of  deaths  non- 
pulmonary 

_ 

— 

2 

1 

2 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Death  Rate  of 

Respiratory  Tuber- ! 
culosis  per  1,000 

population 

0.08 

00 

o 

• 

o 

0.20 

0.17 

0,38 

0.51 

0.  33 

0.21 

\ 

0.1 

The  Death  Rate  of  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  for  England  and  Wales 
was  0,139  as  compared  with  Yeovil  0,08. 


1 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

. 

Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulrnonary 

Age. 

M. 

.  E. 

.  M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  1  P. 

0 

1 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

•  O  •  9 

•  •  c  • 

and  upwards 

1 

2 

5 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

f  j 

—  — 

Total  .  . 

17 

7 

_ 

-  - 

4 

1 

1 

-  - 

Comparison  of  the  above  figures  with  those  of  the  previous  year, 
shows  a  marked  fall  in  the  number  of  fresh  female  cases  notified,  7  as 
compared  with  20  during  1955.  As  the  Council  are  aware,  X-ray  examination 
of  pregnant  women  is  encouraged,  and  a  survey  carried  out  'shows  that  51,SF/o 
of  expectant  mothers  had  a  routine  chest  X-ray  examination.  This  measure 
may  have  contributed  to  some  extent  in  the  fall  of  fresh  cases  notified. 
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MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SERVICE 


During  the  year,  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  made  5  visits  to 
Yeovil.  A  total  of  5,4-90  adults  were  examined,  of  whom  2  were  founf 
to  have  active  tuberculosis.  A  further  21  v/ere  found  to  have  inactive 
tuberculosis,  and  54  were  found  to  have  other  abnormalities  of  the 
chest. 


No.  of 

examinations  carried  out. 

No,  of  Cases 

of  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  Diagnosed. 

i 

Act  ive 

Inactive 

1943 

4,260  . 

9 

52 

1949 

2,298 

15 

51 

1950 

2,516 

4 

41 

1951 

5,015  . 

8 

54 

1952 

4,191 

9 

57 

1955 

4,460 

12 

22 

195". 

4,561  ...  ... 

6 

52 

1951 

4,109  . 

1 

24 

1956 

5,490 

2 

75 

DENTAL  01  EATM4NT 

Number  of  Ante- natal  cases  ...  50 

Number  of  Post-natal  cases  ...  52 

Number  of  children  under  5  years  549 

HOME  VISITS  BY  HEALTH  VISITORS 


Infants :  - 

Primary  visits  ... 

Subsequent  visits  ... 

Visits  to  children  1  to  5  years 

BLOOD  EXPIRATION  CLINIC 

This  clinic  was  commenced  in  1947  and  was,  I  think,  the  first 
local  authority  clinic  in  Somerset.  It  is  held  at  the  Preston  Road 
Clinic,  Yeovil,  Since  its  inception,  5,710  individual  pregnant 

women  have  been  examined,  650  examinations  being  carried  out  in  195C . 

The  areas  from  which  the  patients  are  drawn,  are,  as  would  be  expected, 
mainly  the  Yeovil  Borough  and  Yeovil  Rural  District.  Patients  are 
referred  by  the  private  practitioner  or  midwife,  without  previous 
appointment.  A  card  showing  the  patient's  blood  group,  and  whether 
she  is  R  .  Positive  or  Rh.  Negative,  is  forwarded  to  her  direct, 
together  with  a  covering  letter  emphasizing  the  importance  of  her 
retaining  the  card  in  case  she  ever  requires  a  blood  transfusion  fo: 
any  purpose.  A  report  giving  further  information,  including  percentage 
of  haemoglobin  and  W, R.  test  is  forwarded  to  the  private  doctor,  ana  a 
copy  of  ■'•His  report  is  also  forwarded  to  the  midwife  or  Matron  of  the 
Mat  emir  Home,  depending/on  where  the  patient  is  having  her  confinement. 
Previously,  similar  information  was  forwarded  to  Yeovil  Hospital  in  case 
the  patient  was  admitted  there  for  any  reason  and  required  a  blood  trans¬ 
fusion,  1  ut  a  copy  is  now  forwarded  direct  by  the  Laboratory  doing  he 
tests. 


550 

5,557 

4,566 


-15- 


A  record  of  all  blood  tests  is  also  kept  at  the  Public  Health 
Department.  In  the  case  of  second  or  subsequent  pregnancies  of 
Rh,  Negative  women;  as  the  test  is  normally  carried  out  early  in 
pregnancy,  a  further  test  is  carried  out  6  to  8  weeks  before  the 
expected  date  of  confinement,  to  exclude  antibodies.  If  antibodies 
are  found  to  be  present,  and  if  in  sufficient  quantities  to  threaten 
the  welfare  of  the  baby  when  bom,  arrangements  are  made  for  the  baby 
to  be  born  either  at  Bristol  or  Taunton  so  that  the  blood  transfusion 
of  the  baby  can  be  carried  out  if  necessary.  The  number  of  babies 
whose  life  has  been  saved  by  this  procedure  now  runs  into  double 
figures  and  is  a  source  of  considerable  gratification. 


MATERNITY  SURVEY 


During  the  past  tv/elve  months  a  survey  has  been  carried  out,  based 
on  women  whose  babies  were  born  during  the  year  1956,  An  analysis  of 
these  figures  shows  that  50. 9>o  of  expectant  mothers  had  their  confine¬ 
ment  at  home,  the  other  69g>  being  confined  in  maternity  units.  Private 
practitioners  were  present  at  40.3fj  of  the  confinements. 

The  number  of  women  who  had  had  a  blood  test,  either  for  the 
pregnancy  under  review,  or  a  previous  pregnancy  was  97.8fo.  This  figure 
is  extremely  high,  and  is,  I  think,  very  satisfactory.  The  percentage 
of  women  who  had  a  routine  chest  X-ray  examination  during  their  pregnancy 
was  51.5/0  • 

The  percentage  of  expectant  mothers  who  had  dental  treatment  was 
52,  6c/om  This  figure  is  an  improvement  on  the  previous  year,  but  it  is 
thought  that  all  women  should  be  dentally  examined  during  pregnancy,  and 
if  necessary,  receive  the  appropriate  dental  treatment.  The  total 
number  of  confinements  reviewed  was  694,  of  whom  37. 4/3  were  primiparae, 
i.e,  first  pregnancies,  and  62.6^  were  multiparae,  i.e.  two  or  more 
pregnancies. 

INFANT  XELPARE 
Preston  Road  Clinic 


Total  number  of  children  attending  ...  ...  ...  357 
Total  number  of  children  attending  for  the  first  time  177 
Total  number  of  attendances  made  ...  ...  ...  2,192 

Larkhill  Road  Clinic 

Total  number  of  children  attending  ...  ...  ...  113 
Total  number  of  children  attending  for  the  first  time  42 
Total  number  of  attendances  made  ...  ...  ...  556 


Southville  Clinic 

Total  number  of  children  attending  ...  ...  ...  186 
Total  number  of  children  attending  foy  the  first  time  72 
Total  number  of  attendances  made  ...  ...  ...  930 
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HOLE  HELP  SERVICE 


This  service  continues  to  render  excellent  assistance  and  the 
following  table  indicates  the  scope  of  its  activities. 

Hollowing  alterations  to  the  Preston  Road  Clinic  the  office 
accommodation  for  the  local  organising  staff  has  been  moved  to  buildings 
adjacent  to  the  Clinic,  and  this  has  made  for  still  closer  liaison 
between  the  Home  Hlep  Service  and  the  Public  Health  Staff,  especially 
Health  Visitors.  The  new  location  of  the  offices  are  also  much  more 
convenient  for  the  public. 


NUMBER  CP  CASES  7/HO  RECEIVED  HELP  IN  1956 


Type  of  Case 


Yeovil  Borough 


Maternity  . .  ..  . .  . .  18 
Old  Age  and  Infirmity  . .  . .  129 
Tuberculosis  ..  ..  ..  ..  6 
Chronic  Illness  . .  . .  . .  34 
Emergency  Illness  . .  . .  . .  20 
Families  of  motherless  children  . .  1 


Total 


208 


A  number  of  the  old  age  and  chronic  sick  cases  have  received  help 
for  two  or  three  years. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT 


No  action  was  taken  under  Section  4*7  of  the  above  Act. 


REVIEW  OF  THE  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

(a)  Routine  and  special  medical  inspections. 

(b.  Minor  Ailments  treatment. 

(c)  Cleanliness  inspections  of  children  by  Health  Visitors. 

(d)  Dental  inspection  and  treatment. 

(e)  A  much  expanded  scheme,  in  co-operation  with  the  Hospital 
services,  for  the  treatment  of  defects  of  vision,  and  of 
ear,  nose  and  throat. 

In  addition  the  following  services  are  also  provided: - 

(f)  Routine  Mass  Radiography  of  all  children  of  school  leaving 
age.  Special  examinations  of  children,  irrespective  of 
age,  who  have  been  thought  to  have  b'een  exposed  to  a 
particular  risk  of  tuberculous  infection  have  been  carried 
out,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Service. 

(g)  Routine  Colour  Vision  testing  of  children. 

(h)  Routine  and  special  testing  of  children's  hearing  acuity, 
using  the  Gramophone  Audiometer. 

(i)  Speech  Therapy. 

(j)  Ultra  Violet  L^ght  clinics  for  debilitated  children. 

(k)  Routine  immunisation  of  children  against  diphtheria. 

This  consists  mainly  of  reinforcement  inoculations  of 
children  already  immunised,  but  children  who  have  been 
"missed"  in  infancy  are  immunised. 

(l)  Breathing  Exercises  Clinic. 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  arrangements  exist  for  a  special  session 
at  the  Yeovil  Borough  Swimming  Baths  for  the  rehabilitation  of  certain 
types  of  handicapped  children,  A  large  proportion  of  these  pupils  are 
those  who  have  had  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  with  a  residual  physical 
defect.  The  value  of  this  scheme  is  now  well  established  and  much 
credit  is  due  to  the  work  carried  out  by  the  local  detachment  of  the 
British  Red  Gross. 

The  Breathing  Exercises  Clinic  was  established  in  1950,  and  is 
intended  mainly  for  children  who  have  Asthma,  but  also  for  other 
children  with  a  history  of  chest  trouble  and  for  whom  breathing 
exercises  are  valuable.  The  number  of  children  initially  enrolled 
was  6;  the  number  on  the  roll  in  December,  1956,  was  27.  The  total 
number  of  attendances  in  the  year  was  225,  and  since  the  inception 
of  the  scheme  91  children  have  been  or  are  being  treated.  There  is 
a  marked  improvement  physically  of  children  attending  regularly  as 
shown  by  the  increase  in  chest  expansion  and  also  by  clinical  exam¬ 
ination  of  the  chest.  In  addition,  the  children  develop  a  sense  of 
self  confidence  as  they  learn  how  to  combat  an  impending  attack  of 
asthma,  and  there  is  a  marked  improvement  of  physique  and  general 
posture. 

The  importance  of  asthma  as  a  disease  is  frequently  overlooked; 
about  3,000  deaths  a  year  are  ascribed  to  asthma,  in  England  and 
Wales.  In  terms  of  capacity,  it  is  stated  that  asthma  accounts  for 
206  days  out  of  every  10,000  of  incapacity  for  all  causes.  By  comparison, 
the  figure  for  tuberculosis  is  108,  and  for  gastric  and  duodenal  ulcer 
together  224,  It  will  be  appreciated,  therefore,  that  any  measure  to 
help  the  asthmatic  child  is  of  importance,  and  it  is  recognised  that  the 
treatment  of  asthma  in  childhood  is  to  a  considerable  extent  truly 
preventive  medicine.  The  main  credit  for  the  success  of  the  Clinic 
is  due  to  the  Health  Visitors, 

In  the  final  paragraph  of  his  Report  for  the  years  1952  and  1953, 

Sir  John  Charles,  M.D. ,  P.R.C.P, ,  D.P.H. ,  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the 
Ministry  of  Education,  states:  "Change  is  a  characteristic  of  all 
living  things  and  if  there  is  vitality  in  the  school  health  service, 
it  will  adapt  itself  to  changing  circumstances."  It  is  hoped  that  the 
foregoing  remarks  regarding  the  school  health  service  in  the  South- 
East  Somerset  (Yeovil)  Divisional  Area  are  evidence  that  the  service 
is  endeavouring  to  cope  with  the  present  day  problems. 
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REPORT 


of  the 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

for  the  year  1956. 


TO; 

The  Chaiman  and  Members  of  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Committee. 

I  present  my  report  for  the  year  1956  in  which  housing  and 
food  are  two  subjects  which  received  major  attention. 

Dealing  first  with  food  premises,  it  was  noted  that  in  apply¬ 
ing  the  nev;  regulations,  existing  standards  v/ere  sometimes  found  to  be 
low.  Those  responsible  are,  however,  beginning  to  realise  that  improve¬ 
ments  are  long  overdue,  and  so  far  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  resort 
to  formal  action. 


Regarding  housing,  steady  progress  has  beenmade  in  dealing 
with  unfit  premises,  and  it  is  intended  to  concentrate  upon  the  Park 
Street  area  during  1957,  Statistics  and  other  information  on  these 
matters  is  contained  elsewhere  in  the  Report, 

NUISANCES 


COMPLAINTS: 


Included  below  is  a  list  of  the  various  complaints  received 
by  the  Department  during  the  year:- 


General  housing  defects . . 

Defective  drainage,  cesspools, 
Smoke,  dust  and  effluvia  ...... 

Rats  and  mice  ..........  ...... 

Verminous  premises  ............ 

Kitchen  waste  bins  ............ 

Foodstuffs  and  food  premises  .  . 
Keeping  of  animals  and  poultry 


Caravans 


etc 
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Dumping  of  refuse  ........... 

Nuisances  from  water  courses 
Factories  and  other  premises 
Suspected  food  poisoning  . „ . . 


Flies  . . . 


coe©«00©oe»©c 

oocooooocot  oo 


O0O909G00G9Q9 

99909090099  9  0 


Miscellaneous 


0  0  9  0 


0  0  0  0  9 


oooooooo 


60 

34 

23 

48 

5 

3 

4 
1 
1 
4 
4 
1 
3 

6 
15 


HOUSING. 


A  summary  of  the  work  in  connection  with  unfit  premises  under 
the  Housing  Acts  is  given  below:- 


oooooeooooooo  ©  © 


OOAOOOO 


oeocoocooooco 


Total  number  of  unfit  houses  dealt  with 
Number  included  in  Clearance  Areas  . . 

Houses  included  in  "grey  land"  in  connection  with 

C*1  ea.^raii^-' e  ^Lx*ea.s  oo. .o.. .0.0.0.. .ocoo........... 

Total  number  of  unfit  houses  demolished  during  the  year 


oeoeooo* 


0  9  9  9 


48 

31 

6 

7 


OVERCROWDING . 

A  limited  survey  and  enquiry  carried  out  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  revealed  3  cases  of  actual  overcrowding  and  17  borderline  cases. 

The  position  is  subject  to  changes. 


-17- 


FOOD  INSPECTION 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES : 


The  premises  in  Queen  Street,  still  serve  for  the  Borough  and 
part  of  the  rural  area.  In  addition  a  fair  amount  of  killing  is  done  for 
the  London  markets  and  has  considerably  increased  the  time  spent  on  meat 
inspection  after  hours  and  at  weekends.  Strict  compliance  with  the 
Public  Health  Meat  Regulations  is,  however,  insisted  upon. 


Year 

Cattle 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Calves 

Total  , 

1952 

2238 

7148 

11971 

61 

.  21418 

1953 

2272 

7388 

11456 

81 

21197 

1954  | 

2149 

7480 

12276 

788 

22693 

1955 

2270 

3598 

13761 

1318 

20947 

1956 

2176 

2896 

12283 

2715 

20070 

The  following  statement  contains  particulars  of  the  number  of 
carcases  killed  and  inspected  during  the  year,  together  with  the  amount 
of  meat  condemned. 

The  figures  record  a  considerable  drop  in  the  number  of  cattle 
and  cows  affected  with  tuberculosis  or  other  disease,  over  the  previous 
year. 


Cattle 
excld. 
Cows . 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

n 

<5c 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

•  2158 

18 

2715 

2869 

12283 

|  Number  inspected 

2158 

18 

2715 

2869 

12283 

All  Diseases  except 

Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

0 

0 

8 

6 

24 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

267 

3 

8 

242 

994 

fo  of  number  inspect¬ 
ed  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

12. 39^ 

16.66^ 

.29^ 

8.3^ 

8. 0%  | 

1  Tuberculosis  only. 

■  Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

3 

1 

0 

0 

* 

Carcases  of  whioh 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

121 

1 

0 

0 

j 

196 

1 

c/o  of  number  inspect¬ 
ed  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

5.66^  1 

5.  55'S 

0 

0 

1.51 
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MEAT  OTHER  THAN  CARCASES  CONDEMNED: 


Beef  -  7  cwts.  1  qr. 
Pork  -  3  cwts.  2qrs. 


10  lbs.) 
2  lbs. ) 


T.B. 


Bruising,  Abscesses  and 
Bone  Taint. 


OFFAL  CONDEMNED: 


Part  Livers  . . . . 

Bullocks 

384 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Livers. ; . 

294 

216 

'  197 

Lungs  and  Heart  s  ......... 

166 

31 

112 

Heads  and  Tongues  ........ 

65 

6 

48 

-P  1  ^  ^  k  ^  000*000000  000  0  0*009 

- 

12 

169 

Tripes  . . . .... 

26 

- 

— 

oooooeooooooooc-co* 

18 

- 

58 

Lungs  . . t  .  .  _ 

153 

224 

1,190 

CANNED  FOODS  CONDEMNED: 


TwT  s~\  o  4* 

^***  Oeooooooooooosoooooo 

822 

tins 

Milk  eocoooooooo  e  •  o  o  o  o  r 

394 

.n 

Fruit  and  Vegetables  . . 

833 

it 

TTM  ql-i 

•*-  1  A  X  oooooocoooooocoeoo 

250 

^  •00000000000000009 

21 

TOTAL  2,320  tins 


OTHER  FOOD  CONDEMNED; 

Minced  Veal  .............  2  cwts. 

Wet  Fish  ................  7-J  stone. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  disinfections  were  carried  out:- 

Houses  disinfected  ....................  16 


Rooms  sprayed  or  fumigated  ............  79 

for  Tuberculosis  . .  24 

for  Cancer  ........................  16 

for  Vermin  (disinfestation)  .......  14 

Steam  disinfections  ...................  14 

Library  Books  .........................  51 

Gloving  Fiunigated  .....................  10 

*1  s-\  4-  In  r_*i  C*  "1  O 

W-Lw  UllOO  #oot  •ooeoAeooooooooooooooooeooo  -La 

Miscellaneous  . .  28 


VERMIN  INFESTATION. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


1.  Sewerage  System. 

During  the  year  the  sewerage  system  in  the  Borough  was  again 
systematically  tested  for  rats.  The  following  figures  show  the  work 
carried  out.  The  infestations  found  have  proved  to  be  of  a  minor 
character. 


Areas  test  baited  .  . . . . .  10 

Points  baited  . . .  197 


Negative  results  (presumed  clear)  ......169 

Total  number  of  visits  made  ............  483 
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2.  Private  Premises  (including  business  premises). 

Number  of  premises  visited  .  374 

Number  treated  for  some  degree  of 

infestation  . . .  67 

Number  of  premises  with  no  infestation  .  307 

Total  number  of  all  visits  .  642 

Number  of  points  baited . . . 1756 

Number  of  premises  cleared . . .  67 


3.  Corporation  Premises. 

Inspection  and  treatment  are  carried  out  at  the  Corporation 
Sewage  Works  and  refuse  tip  regularly.  The  work  is  done  as  a  routine 
measure  in  order  to  keep  ary  infestation  under  control. 

During  the  year  approximately  180  visits  were  made  and  more  than  1,500 
points  baited. 

120  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  5  contracts  at  business  and  factory 
premises. 


POOD  AND  DRUGS  -  MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS  1949. 


a)  Number  of  Registered  Distributors  . 10 

b)  Number  of  Registered  Dairy  Premises  (other  than  dairy  farms)  ....  13 

c)  Number  of  Licensed  Dealers  of  Designated  Milk  . .  8 

d)  Number  of  supplementary  licences  issued  to  distributors  whose 

dairy  is  outside  the  area  . . . . . . .  .  4 


POOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1958. 

APPLICATIONS  GRANTED  FOR  REGISTRATION  OP  PERSONS  AND  PREMISES:  - 


For  the  sale  and  storage  of  Icecream  ................  5 

For  the  preparation  of  Preserved  Pood  ...............  nil. 


ICECREAM. 

Total  number  of  premises  registered  at  the  end  of  the  year:- 


a)  Manufacture,  sale  and  storage . . .  nil. 

b)  Sale  and  storage  only . .  79. 


SAMPLES  TAKEN. 

DESIGNATED  MILKS  (for  keeping  quality  only). 


By  Public  Health 

By  Somerset 

Inspectors'  Dept. 

County  Council 

Number  taken 

30 

205 

Number  passed 

29 

200 

ICECREAM. 


Number  taken  i 

Placed 

in  pr 

ovisional  grades 

60 

1 

2 

r 

3 

4 

53 

6 

1 

- 
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SWIMMING-  BATHS  WATER 


Samples  are  not  sent  off,  "but  readings  for  residual  chlorine  are 
taken  regularly. 

WATER 


■>  - 

Bacteriological 
Number;  Satis-  j Unsatis- 

Number 

Chemical 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

taken 

j  factory 

j factory 

taken 

factory 

[  factory 

Main  Supplies 
(to  cover  all 
sources) . 

32 

27 

5 

- 

- 

Source  supplies 
(supplying  mains) 

11 

9 

2+ 

14 

14 

NOTE ;  Tests  are  now  made  for  residual  chloride  in  each  sample  taken. 

+A11  water  supplies  are  chlorinated  before  passing  into  the  mains. 


INSPECTIONS 


Houses  and  other  premises  inspected:.- 


(a^  under  Public  Health  Acts  . . 93 

(b)  under  Housing  Acts  . . . 193 

Reinspect ions ; - 

(a)  under  Public  Health  Acts  . . 198 

(h)  under  Housing  Acts  ............ i  .  . . 219 

Defective  houses  rendered  fit:- 

Inf ormally  under  (a)  . . .  . .  14 

Formally  under  (a)  by  owners  . . 2 

Formally  under  (a)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  . .  1 

Formally  under  (b)  by  owners  . . 3 

HOUSING  ACTS; 

Houses  demolished  formally  or  informally  under  Section  11  ........  5 

Houses  closed,  undertaking  given  and  still  in  force,  Section  11  . .  1 

Part  building  closed,  Section  12  . . . . .  3 

Closed  under  Section  3  Housing  Acts,  1949  ........................  1 

Closed  under  Sections  10  and  11  Local  Government  (Misc. Provisions) 

Act,  1953  . . . . . .  5 


VISITS: 

Complaints . . . 167 

Drainage  . . . .  427' 

Moveable  dwellings  . . . . .  12 

Offensive  trades . . . . . 

Smoke  Nuisances . . . . 

Smoke  observations . 144 

Dust  Nuisances  . 6 

Interviewing  owners ,.  builders,  etc  .  231 

Cinemas  . . . 3 

Keeping  of  animals  . . 3 
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FACTORIES  ACTS  1957/4-8 


Sections  1,  2,  5,  4,  5,  6 . . . . . .  68 

Section  7 . . . . .  7 

Section  34  . . .  18 

Certificates  granted  (Sec:  34)  .  5 


FOOD  PREMISES : 

Slaughterhouses  . . 

Butchers '  Shops  . . 

Cafes,  restaurants,  etc.......... 

Bakehouses  . . 

Dairies  . . 

Icecream  premises  . . 

Re:  Applications  for  registration 
Fish  Shops  ..................... 

Public  Houses  ................... 

Market  Stalls  . . .  . . 

Other  premises  . . . 


1453 

61 

68 

21 

27 

102 

6 

10 

2 

6 

146 


RESULTS  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS; 
General  Defects; 


Roofs  renewed . . . 

Roofs  repaired  . . .  . . .  .  . 

Chimneys  rebuilt  . . 

Chimneys  repaired . .  . . 

Ralls  repaired . . . .  .  . 

Walls  rendered  . . 

Walls  decorated  .................. 

Windows  renewed  .................. 

Windows  repaired  . . . 

Windows  painted  .................. 

Doors  repaired  ................... 

Doors  renewed  . . . . 

Doors  painted  . . 

Ceilings  renewed  . . . 

Ceil:’  ugs  re  mired  . . . . 

Ceilings  whi  tened  . . 

Skirting  bo  irds  repaired  . . . . . 

Floors  renewed . . 

Floors  repaired . . . . 

Sculleries  provided  . 

Food  Cupboards  provided  . 

Staircases  ^spaired  . 

Ventilation  Improved  . 

Dampness  remedied  . . . 

Cooking  ranges  repaired  .......... 

Yards  paved  . . . 

Yards  repaired  . 

Miscellaneous  . . 

DRAIF'CL 


Drainage  relaid  . . . 

Drainage  re;' ired  . 

Cesspool  systems  converted 
W.  C. 1 s  buiL  .............. 

V/. C, ’ s  repaired . 


o 


1 

19 

1 

7 

24 

14 

26 

3 

11 

13 

3 
6 

10 

4 

7 
6 
2 

12 

14 

3 

5 

4 
4 

18 

1 

9 

8 

22 


33 

37 

21 

13 

9 
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Sinks  provided . . . , . .  5’ 

G-ullys  provided . . .  26 

New  W,  C.  Pans  provided . . .  .  . . . .  22 

Baths  fixed  . . .  . . . . . . . . . , .  2 

Urinals  fixed . . .  1 

Inspection  chambers  built  . . . . . . . . .  47 

Interceptors  fixed . . . . . . .  14 

C.I.  Covers  provided  . . . . . .  45 

Soil  and  Vent  pipes  provided  . . . .  2 

Water  supply  repaired . . . . .  4 

Choked  drains  cleared  . . . . .  28 


STATUTORY  ACTION  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT 


Act  and  Section 

Statutory 

notice 

served 

Court 

Action 

Abated 

In  hand 

Public  Health  Act:- 

Section  93 

7 

1 

3 

4 

Section  45 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Section  24 

7 

7 

I  would  again  record  my  thpnks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Health  and  Sanitary  Committee  for  their  continued  support  through  the 
year,  also  the  Members  of  the  staff  in  my  Department. 

I  am, 

Your  Obedient  servant, 

C.  C-.  H.  RICE. 
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